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Following positive feedback received on Phase 
1 of the Solar Street Lighting installation 
between Green Road Station and Middle Cut, 
MWPC are in the process of consulting 
residents along the proposed Phase 2 route, 
which would connect The Strands to The Punch 
Bowl Inn.  
 
MWPC residents are invited to the Annual 
Parish Meeting on Monday 15 April at 7pm at 
Thwaites Village Hall to discuss this proposal 
before the project is progressed to the next 
stage of seeking funding. This of course will be 
a key challenge in delivering this project. 
 
Furthermore, the MWPC Community Plan is 
currently under review and this is an excellent 
opportunity for you to engage MWPC with any 
potential further solar lighting improvements 
you would like to see investigated within the 
parish. 
 

 

   MWPC Solar Street Lighting Update 
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Audio—Visual Project Continues to Make Good Progress 

NEWS FROM  
THWAITES VILLAGE HALL 
  

The Audio-Visual Project has reached a significant milestone following 
the two-week closure to complete the major fit-out for both the Main 
Hall and the Meeting Room. This phase has seen: 
 
1. Projector and Sound System for the Main Hall. 
2. Large scale screen for the Main Hall. 
3. New LED lighting for the Main Hall. 
4. Stage lighting and new stage curtains. 
5. Conference facilities for the Meeting Room. 
6. Major re-wiring  to update the Village Hall electrical system. 
7. Enhanced wifi connectivity throughout the Village Hall and the Playing 

Fields to support outside events. 
8. Improved security systems. 
 
The project will still continue since the Village Hall re-opened on 26th 
February, with further improvements to the flooring and window blinds. 
There are of course some impacts from the installation phase which 
requires  plastering and re-decorating.  
 
This is a significant investment in the Village Hall, with monies spent on 
upgrading the electrical system to ensure it can support future 
developments as the Hall needs change over time.  
 
The  Village Hall  Committee were pleased to have appointed a local 
electrical team—S and F Electrical who have worked closely in partnership 
with the TVH project team. We wish to thank the S and F team for their 
support in getting the Hall back into operation. They are a great team to 
work with and a local team that has secured a significant contract from 
our grant. 
 
The Audio-Visual work was undertaken by Soundsmith—based in Kendal. 
They have also kept to their schedule and have installed a wide range of 
new equipment. We have worked with a committed team and wish to 
record our thanks for their support. 
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Continued from page 2 
 
There are new possibilities and new 
services/facilities to help sustain a 
large Village Hall with significant 
operating costs. 
 
One option is the setting up for a 
community-based film club and if 
anyone has any experience or 
guidance we would love to hear 
from you at: oandacontact 
@gmail.com 
 
We look forward to working with the 
community and we are  keen to hear 
your thoughts as this project comes 
to a conclusion over the next few 
weeks. 
 
We will continue to keep you updated 
– please look on the Facebook page 
and future issues of Out and About. 

TVH Diary Dates  
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONDAYS  
TODDLERS GROUP 10am—12 noon 

BOWLING 1.30—3.30pm 
 

WEDNESDAYS  
and THURSDAYS  

TABLE TENNIS 6—7.30pm 
     Cost: £2 per person;  all welcome 

 
FRIDAYS  

FLOW exercise session 9.30—10.30 am 
New FLOW session 10.45—1.45am 

 
FRIDAY BAT & CHAT  6.30—7.30pm 
Table Tennis for Girls and Women 

 
FRIDAY  8th 

CUMBRIA WILDLIFE TRUST Presentation  7.30pm 
 

SUNDAYS  
 TABLE TENNIS 

Family session 5pm followed by 
league practice 6 —7pm 

 
WEDNESDAY  27th 

COMMUNITY LUNCH  
12—1.30pm 

 

 
 
 

  

Playgroup 
Bulletin 

Thwaites Village Hall 100 + 
Club 
 
February Prize Winners 
1st No 70 Angie Dixon £30 
2nd No 43 Chris Ogden £20 
3rd No 136 Dave Forsman £15 
4th No 33 Carol Pogrel £10 
  

Thwaites school have once 
again invited the playgroup to a 
session at the school on  
4 March. The session will be 
held in the hall at the school 
from 10:00 to 11:30 and there 
will be an exciting array of toys 
and activities. Previous sessions 
at the school have been very 
well attended and much 
enjoyed; thank you, Thwaites 
School! 
 
Note that playgroup will be 
taking a break during the 
Easter term holiday so there 
will not be sessions on 1st and 
8th April. 
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The current community plan will close out this year and we 
are starting the process to create a new community plan 
which will be the focus of the Parish Council’s priorities from 
2025—2029. 
 
Our first Community Plan has demonstrated its value in 
bringing new services and facilities to Millom Without. 
 
The plan has guided our focus from 2019 until 2024 and plays 
an active role in seeking additional funding from external 
sources and grant schemes who expect a Parish Council to 
have a current and active Community Plan in place. 
 
We could not deliver our projects based on the parish 
precept (council tax), without a significant rise in the Parish 
Council budget—something which does not attract support 
from the community—and so the Community Plan plays a key 
part in demonstrating community support to deliver the 
improvements in our Parish. 
 
So, we are bringing together a number of ideas for 
consultation and discussion with the community, such as the 
work outlined by the solar phase 2 proposals (as outlined on 
page 1). 
 
We will holding the Parish Council Annual General Meeting on 
15th April starting at 7pm, Thwaites Village Hall. This event 
will host the start of our community plan consultation process 
and we would value your support to look at the initial ideas 
and of course set out your own ideas which could be part of a 
new community plan.  

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

NEWS FROM  
THE HIILL 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
February 2024 100 Club Draw  
 

1st Prize. No 13 £50.00 Janet Hornsby 

2nd Prize. No 8 £20.00 Maxi Roberts 

3rd Prize. No 35 £20.00 John Crocket 

4th Prize. No 91 £20.00 Mrs P Tattersall 

5th Prize. No 54 £10.00 Agnes Lewis 

6th Prize. No 21 £10.00 Kevin Nugent 

7th Prize. No 123 £10.00 Robert Slack 

OPEN HOUSE  
  

Saturday 2 March  
5.30 - 7.30pm 

 
Come and meet your 

neighbours at The Hill  
village hall 

 
Bring your own drinks 

Nibbles provided  

PARISH COUNCIL  
 
ACTIONS 
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What a ‘Crate’ Day Out 
 
As part of our exciting PE curriculum, Class One have been challenging 
themselves with some outdoor and adventurous learning at Kepplewray. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed a full day of excitement and fun as they learnt 
important life-skills such as teamwork, cooperation and determination. They 
built and climbed tall towers of crates during their ‘crate-stacking challenge’ 
and enjoyed delicious marshmallows, toasted on an open campfire whilst 
learning all about outdoor and fire safety. Everyone returned to school with 
muddy knees and big smiles on their faces, singing ‘Mighty, Mighty, Thwaites’, 
a song they had learnt whilst on their adventures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

A Walk on the Wild Side 
  
Thanks to the ongoing support from the community environment group, 
Thwaites School now boasts their very own wildlife camera. There have been 
many sightings of wildlife in the school grounds, such as bats and owls, and 
there is also evidence of foxes and other nocturnal creatures. We are hoping 
the camera, installed by John Sutton, will capture these wonderful creatures. 
Naturally, we will share any photos we capture with the Out and About 
readers. 

 

                                                        
SCHOOL REPORT 
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ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS  

 
Litter Picking 

 
In gaps between rain and gales the 
environment group have commenced clearing 
litter from along roadsides but there is 
much more to be removed. The group are 
planning to collect litter during the period 
of the Great Cumbrian Litter Pick (Friday 
22 March and Saturday 23 March) 
organised by the Friends of the Lake 
District which coincides with the Great 
British Spring Clean (15 to 31 March). If 
you want to help us make an immediate and 
visible effect on our community for 
residents and visitors then please contact 
us by sending your details to the Out and 
About team(oandacontact@gmail.com) and 
we will let you know where and when we will 
be collecting. We can provide litter-pickers 
(thank you to CGP community fund for our 
new supply), bags, and reflective strips. We 
can also arrange collection of waste by the 
council. 

Alternatively, we know many residents 
habitually clear litter while out walking. 
Please let us know what you find and/or 
highlight any areas in our parish that you 
think need to be tackled by a larger group. 
  
Take note: a prize will be awarded for the 
most unusual item of litter collected! Please 
submit a description of the item and where 
it was found to the Out and About team. 

 

Ash Dieback  

It is quite evident along the A595 
Cumberland Council has started their 
programme of work—more details below: 

The fungal infection is widespread in the 
UK. There is no cure for the disease, once 
first infected through the leaves or twigs, 
the speed at which a tree is overcome 
varies. 

Young trees are more susceptible and die 
within a couple of years, mature trees 
usually take longer and can also succumb to 
secondary fungal infections. Large trees can 
become dangerous as a result of both ash 
dieback and the secondary infection long 
before they die. 

The council’s tree specialists have been 
surveying Cumbria’s Resilient Road 
Networks, (most As, some Bs and C roads) 
to gather data and record where ash trees 
are and what level of infection they are 
showing. This information helps to prioritise 
any action required, such as felling, 
maintenance or further inspections. 

To date 5326 ash trees have been 
surveyed, both on the highway and close by 
on private land which may affect the 
highways network. Of these, 1102 (21%) 
have been identified as severely diseased 
and require action to protect the highways 
network. 

Cumbria County Council are working closely 
with district, borough and parish councils, 
as well as members of the public who own 
ash trees close to public highways. 

The county council are contacting 
landowners who have an ash tree on their 
property or land, that is infected and could 
be dangerous, so that the landowner can 
organise appropriate companies to manage 
the infected trees to ensure it does not 
become a risk to other people or property. 
For more information about the disease and 
how to spot it, please go to the Woodland 
Trust website. 

mailto:oandacontact@gmail.com
https://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud29vZGxhbmR0cnVzdC5vcmcudWsvdHJlZXMtd29vZHMtYW5kLXdpbGRsaWZlL2JyaXRpc2gtdHJlZXMvYS16LW9mLWJyaXRpc2gtdHJlZXMvYXNoLw%3d%3d&r=14049167868&d=18290522&p=1&t=h&h=4c32494650a196ebec9e7c4f7756a0c2
https://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud29vZGxhbmR0cnVzdC5vcmcudWsvdHJlZXMtd29vZHMtYW5kLXdpbGRsaWZlL2JyaXRpc2gtdHJlZXMvYS16LW9mLWJyaXRpc2gtdHJlZXMvYXNoLw%3d%3d&r=14049167868&d=18290522&p=1&t=h&h=4c32494650a196ebec9e7c4f7756a0c2
https://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud29vZGxhbmR0cnVzdC5vcmcudWsvdHJlZXMtd29vZHMtYW5kLXdpbGRsaWZlL2JyaXRpc2gtdHJlZXMvYS16LW9mLWJyaXRpc2gtdHJlZXMvYXNoLw%3d%3d&r=14049167868&d=18290522&p=1&t=h&h=4c32494650a196ebec9e7c4f7756a0c2
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        Thwaites Village Hall—100 Club Update 
 
 

Thwaites Village Hall Management Committee are incredibly proud of the support that 
Bev Sharp has given to running the TVH 100 Club and this reflects many years of service  
to the Village Hall. Bev has decided its time for her to move away from this role and we 
wanted to thank Bev for her hard work. 
 
We are now in the process of handing over to a new team who will operate the 100 Club 
and we wanted to highlight the renewal of tickets maybe delayed by a couple of months 
whilst the handover is sorted. Please bear with us and we will keep you updated. 
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